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reinforcing them, a Russian fleet and army, with the Greeks
on their side, will invade the capital, and your empire will
have perished with you? Your dynasty will descend into
the night of oblivion. The Reis-effendi is betraying you.
Half the Divan is in Russian pay. The death of the Captain-
pasha has deprived you of your best friend. I have warned
you twice before: this is the third time. Dismiss your Divan,,
punish the Reis-efTendi, and rule in Constantinople: other-
wise it is all up with you. For myself, I,haye tried to be
your friend. But if you persistently refuse me the preference
which France has always had at Constantinople, and if you
would rather remain in slavish submission to your enemies,
then I too shall set myself against you; and I have never;
been a feeble foe. Your Divan is taking no steps to restore
order in Egypt and Syria: it allows Mecca and Medina to-
be lost!" it is for ever insulting your friends, and salaaming
to your enemies. Persia is at war. She is threatened by
Russia. Yet, instead of helping her, the feeble Divan, or
rather the traitors who direct it, do nothing even to inter-
vene on her behalf: it is only against me that they show a.

vided that my letter is allowed to reach you by men who
have occupied all the avenues of the throne. Rouse yourself,.
Selim. Make ministers of your supporters; dismiss the
traitors; trust yourself to your true friends, France and
Prussia; otherwise you will destroy your country, your
family, and your religion. The Russians are your real
enemies, because they want to control the Black Sea, and
cannot do it ui^les^ thej,,,]aaye^                   and .because

they are of the IjrSE religion, which is that of half your
subjects. I await your answer, to know what I must think
and do. If you rule no longer, if the enemies of France have
you entirely in their power, I shall lament the blindness and
the misguided policy of France's most ancient ally, but I
shall understand that the same Destiny which made you so
great wills to destroy the empire of such as Soliman>
Mustapha, and Selim. For upon earth everything changes
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